
 

 

 

                     

QUICK CHOICE GOT NEW YEAR OFF TO A SLICK START 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Quick Choice (Darci Brahma/Bonaichi) was just that at Hastings on New Years day 

It’s always great to get the New Year off to a flying start and Quick Choice did just that winning 

the Maiden 1200m in good style at Hastings. 

Out of the stakes winning mare Bonaichi this Darci Brahma filly showed, from the time she 

entered the stable, a real presence on the training track. She’s a firm favourite with her 

trackwork riders who all commented what a good mover she is. 

Although her first race didn’t go to plan her second at Hastings played out better than the 

script. To be completely frank, I thought she’d need the run. But this is where a little dash and 

a very good ride comes into play. 

 Apprentice jockey Holly Andrew had a big hand in this win as she had drawn barrier 8. With 

the charge of the light brigade from the 1400m start, Holly kept a cool head and although 

wide sat off the early speed until making a forward move just before the 800m mark. This was 

the winning of the race....from here she settled her 4th outer biding her time until the straight. 

From here she got her balanced and by the 200m had levelled up, took the lead and kept up 

a strong gallop to the line. Raced by Haunui Farm and some of their long time stable clients it 

was good to get the win and see their colours prominent again. 

I should also mention this race was called the “Ivan Gordon Memorial”.  Ivan was one of the 

owners in long time stable favourite No Excuse Maggie. A larger than life character who was 

never short of advice, he loved his racing and all that went with it. Great to remember him 

with this win. 
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THE CLOCKWORK CONTINUED WITH SWISS PRECISION WINNING AGAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swiss Precision (Swiss Ace/With Ice) pins her ears on the winning line 

Following on from her win at Waipukurau, Swiss Precision lined up to contest the Rating 65 

event at Hastings. Her burgeoning syndicate of adoring fans were present and she looked 

magnificent in the birdcage prior to the 1400m race. 

With Holly Andrew riding it was almost a carbon copy of her earlier win on Quick Choice, 

although this time she was quickly out of the gates heading for the lead before a couple kicked 

up underneath her leaving her three wide. Again Holly showed that cool head and eased her 

back to end up perfectly placed one out in the trail before presenting her in the straight.  

Hitting the lead it looked like it was all over, but Wandering Eye with Aussie jockey Kate 

Mallyon started charging and levelled up at the 200m.  But Martina’s made of strong 

stuff...she pinned her ears and under Hollys urging fought her off before going to the line a 

length in front making it two wins in a row.  

Regrettably, writing this article today is tinged with sadness.  

As a two year old Swiss Precision had a bone chip removed from her fetlock and this past 

Tuesday in the Wairarapa Breeders Stakes she sustained a further injury to this joint. After 

consultation with the vet and with the best interest of the horse always front of mind, Adrian 

Clark of Challenge Syndications made a decision to retire her and she will now go onto a 

broodmare career.  

To all her syndicate members... I want to thank you for your enthusiasm and the 

overwhelming enjoyment I’ve witnessed. Whether it was jumpouts, trials, or races, you 

turned up, had fun and always took the good with the not so good. Thank you for your 

support, comments and feedback over the last two years and thanks also to Adrian for giving 

us the opportunity to train her....it’s greatly appreciated and we look forward to seeing you 

at the races in the future. 

 

 

 



 

HUGO AGAIN THE BOSS AT TAUHERENIKAU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hugo The Boss (Stratum/Dressed) winning over 1000m in the quick time of 55.95 

Hugo The Boss commenced his career at Tauherenikau as a two year old in October 2015 

winning over a 1000m in the good time of 58.38. Fast forward to now and he was back there 

on the 2nd of January running over the same distance and winning in a very slick 55.95... 

covering the last 600m in 32.89 (65.66kph average).  The key to this win was the good surface, 

as he’s one of those horses who cannot ping off any type of shifty ground and his record 

suggests same i.e. never placed on a Dead track. 

As most will know, he’s a horse who has certainly tried mine and his syndicates’ patience with 

some of his runs, has appeared in the stipendiary stewards report more times than I care to 

remember and has also had his share of niggles. But he has that natural speed you simply 

can’t train into a horse and although frustrating I feel he’s got the ability to win a big sprint in 

the future. The Pegasus Stakes and Stewards at Riccarton in November are on the horizon. 

VINNIE’S VOLLEY FIRES HER FIRST SHOT FOR A BULLSEYE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vinnie’s Volley (Iffraaj/Toposhforu) got her career off to a great start at Tauherenikau 

Vinnie’s Volley was simply named Posh on her arrival in the stable...hardly surprising given 

her dam is Toposhforu. But it could also turn out to be one of those serendipitous flashes 

where you look back and think....exactly right.  

Class! It’s hard to define but you know it when you see it, and I think this filly has more than 

a touch. It’s not often you can totally miss the start in a 1000m race and win. But to miss the 

start, come into the straight on the wrong lead and win by 1 ½ lengths going away tells you 



she might have a touch of the superior about her. Check out her race here 
http://www.nzracing.co.nz/RaceInfo/46487/5/Race-Detail.aspx  

Great to have about twelve members of the Too Posh Syndicate at Tauherenikau for her 

maiden race. Some are first timers, some have been in horses previously, but judging by the 

reception as she passed the post and on her return to the birdcage, you know it’s always going 

to be a celebration win, lose or draw.  

Her next assignment will be at Wairoa on Thursday 22nd February.  

PERFECT SHOCK HITS HIS STRAPS AT WOODVILLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perfect Shock (Shocking/Etna Court) putting in the big ones at Woodville 

It’s a very good photo of the big Jock Jockeroo hitting the line at Woodville when he won over 

1400m at the end of January and it was a well-deserved victory for him and his owners. 

As I’ve mentioned in an earlier newsletter Jock had an argument with a fence as a two year 

old and what initially looked like an innocuous injury ended up taking close to 18 months to 

come good. 

If you’ve seen Jock in the flesh you’ll know he’s grown into a big, strong, good looking 

thoroughbred with the proportion to go with it. To use those well-worn clichés “time has been 

his friend” and “he’s just starting to hit his straps” Cliché’s they may be, but in his case they’re 

well suited and I think over the next 12 months he’s going to fulfill the early ability we saw. 

 

This newsletter is a little later than usual as I was at the Karaka Sales looking to purchase a 

couple of yearlings I’d had my eye on. Unfortunately the ones I liked were also liked by some 

eagle-eyed buyers....who had slightly deeper pockets. Only consolation was knowing the eye 

was in and having auctioneer Steve Davis’s advice ringing in my ears “buy the one you want 

not the you’re left with” Great advice when you’re buying horses. 

As always a big thankyou to Peter Rubery of Race Images Palmerston North for his photos.  

All the best and we’ll see you in the Winners Circle 

JB 

www.johnbaryracing.co.nz 
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