
 

 

 

                     

HIGH SPIRITS WINS 3200M CHALMERS HANDICAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     High Spirits (Darci Brahma/Spiriting) put them to the sword over two miles at Trentham 

High Spirits got top mention last newsletter with the headline “Deja Vu at Hastings”. I also 

mentioned I couldn’t wait to see her over two miles. Just two weeks later I got my wish when 

she lined up for the two mile Chalmers Handicap and under another top ride by Samantha 

Collett this crazy canny mare won the 3200m race as if she was finishing off a good training 

gallop. 

Sometimes tardy from the gates, this day she was out and travelling in behind the leader 

ridden by Melbourne Cup winning jockey Tony Allan. When he buttoned off the pace Sammy 

was content to ease off and got the perfect trail. With more pace injected at the 1400m she 

was still loping along in the trail. With 800m to go the leaders got going and Sam got to work 

on her taking the lead at the top of the straight....a lead she didn’t give up going to the post 

winning by 3 ¼ lengths.  

Coming back to scale Sam said she was doing her usual “under a ride thing at the 800m” and 

although leading down the straight still didn’t feel like she was stretching out. That was until 

the last 150m when she changed gears and as commentator Tony Lee said after the race “she 

savaged the line” 

Brilliant for those members of her syndicate who could make it to Trentham and they cheered 

long and loud during and afterwards.  

She will be racing at Awapuni Saturday 6th January in the Marton Cup and then hopefully gets 

into the Wellington Cup on 20th of January.  
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SMOKIN’ OAK SHOWS HIS CLASS AT WELLINGTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMOKIN’ OAK (Burgundy/Silk Slipper)  

There’s no better stage than the big stage and clearly Smokin’ Oak loved the setting provided 

at Trentham on Saturday the 9th of December, winning the unusually named “Boys Get Paid 

Love Affair With Ted 3YO Premier” over 1400m. 

Although not a big field it had some quality three year olds competing with Savvy Coup and 

Platinum Valos top of the list.  

Samantha Collett, who is in rare form, got him out of the gates and had him leading after 

100m. Although looking a little difficult early, she said he was travelling nicely underneath her 

and found a good tempo down the back straight.  She slipped him clear by 2 lengths at the 

top of the long Trentham straight and despite a strong challenge by Savvy Coup he pinned his 

ears as she loomed up and won by ½ a length. Franking this form Savvy Coup went on a week 

later to win the Group 3 Eulogy Stakes at Awapuni. 

The goal with Burger is the Karaka Three Year Old million dollar race at Ellerslie in January and 

he’s on track. Will race at Awapuni on January 6th in a Three Year Old 1300m in preparation. 

 

SWISS PRECISION RUNS LIKE CLOCKWORK AT WAIPUKURAU 

 

It’s always great to have a big syndicate celebrating a win and none celebrate quite so well as 

Adrian Clarks Challenge No. 7 Syndicate. Given Challenge Syndications track record with 

winners to runners they certainly  get to do their share of cheering.  

 



But trust me when I say, no one was cheering more than me after she convincingly won at 

Waipukurau on Sunday the 10th. I’ve been talking this filly up ever since she came into the 

stable and more when she easily won a trial at Foxton as a two year old.  

Given the number of minor niggles and setbacks she’s had since then, you just know she’s got 

to be a “good un”. Although it was only a Maiden win at Waipukurau it was the way she won 

that had everyone buzzing. Samantha Collett (there’s that jockey again) had her competing 

for the lead from the get go, eventually settling outside the leader, only to then be harried on 

the outside by another horse. Three abreast across the top of the straight it was only at the 

200m point where she changed lead and thundered away to win by 4 lengths.  Although she 

was the hot pot favourite on the tote there were plenty of smiling faces following. 

Her work since this win has been right up to the mark and she will be racing at Hastings on 

New Years Day....go again! 

_______________________________________________ 

 

We’re two days away from the end of 2017 and will usher in 2018 at Hastings on the 1st and 

Tauherenikau on the 2nd.  

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank my staff for all the hard work you put in throughout 

the year, but especially over this seasonal period. There’s a lot of racing this time of the year 

and I know it impacts your festive plans but it’s much appreciated. 

A big thank you also to my owners....you entrust your horses to us to get the best out of 

them... and we will continue to do that next year. 

All the very best to you and yours for a successful 2018. 

You might get it off to a great start if you like to have a wee bet by backing Samantha Collett 

in the Jockeys Challenge at Tauherenikau. She’s riding my team there and we think there are 

some very good chances. 

 

 

All the best and we’ll see you in the Winners Circle 

 

JB 
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