
 

 

 

                     

 

VINNIE’S VOLLEY FIRES SECOND SALVO AT TAUPO THEN 

ANOTHER AT WOODVILLE THREE WEEKS LATER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VINNIE’S VOLLEY (Iffraaj/Toposhforu) showed another side with this win. 

Vinnie’s Volley has already shown in her short racing career she has that pre-requisite requirement 

needed by all racehorses…..speed. But at Taupo last month  we saw another side of her…..mental 

toughness. Chris Johnson who rode her said she was a little flat footed in the slow track but he could 

feel her trying to lift as the other horse levelled and got in front.  So often when horses are headed in 

the straight after leading they throw in the towel and quickly fade…the good ones dig deep and fight. 

Posh, as she is affectionately known in the stable did just that. Carrying 59kgs she picked herself up 

and fought hard to the line, eventually winning by a margin of 1 ¾ lengths.  

Bred by syndicate member Wendy Cameron she out of the two win mare Toposhforu and is raced by 

20+ members under the banner “Too Posh Syndicate”. Some are seasoned racing veterans and others 

are totally new to the game, so it was great to see so many of them at this mid-week race. It’s clear 

they’re in it for the right reasons….love of the horse, love of racing and the camaraderie of sharing the 

experience together. If you like a wee bet, keep this mare’s name in your black book this season. 
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Vinnie's Volley has shown plenty in her races to date winning three wins from six starts. 
What I liked most about Thursday's win was how relaxed she was in the running and she 
appeared to have extra to give passing the winning post. Has come through the race very 
well and I'm going to aim her for the Rating 82 1200m here at Hastings on the last day of the 
Spring Carnival. 

 

Glimpse's win was good on so many levels. Her owners Chris & Susanna Grace have 
been great supporters of New Zealand racing and have been involved with the Marton 
Jockey Club for a number of years, so brilliant they got a win at their meeting. Top ride by 
Johnathan Parkes who is on fire at the moment and she let down well for him in the home 
straight. Looking for a suitable race for her within the next three weeks. 

 

Was also very pleased with the first up run of Heart Of Stone at Woodville.....just ran into 
what looks like a pretty good horse in Lincoln Falls. 

 

 

 

 

 

STABLE GEARED UP AND READY FOR SPRING RACING 

 

With just over four weeks until the first day of the Hawke’s Bay Spring Carnival it’s full steam ahead 

here at the stables. Weather conditions couldn’t be better for this time of the year…just this morning a 

hard frost followed by another fine day. 

No question the horses are lapping up this fine weather we’ve been having and that’s reflected in how 

well they’re looking. The grass training tracks and plough are in perfect order and I’m thinking it would 

be good to get a little of the forecast rain towards the end of the week to keep them this way.  

We have a number of established horses preparing for their season ahead including High Spirits, , 

Smokin’ Oak, Vinnie’s Volley, Hugo The Boss and up and coming three year old King Louis to name a 

few.  



High Spirits won the two mile Chalmers Handicap before running a very creditable 5th in this years 

Wellington Cup. When I look at her now I see a mare who has finally matured into herself and I can’t 

wait to see her over ground again this year. Smokin’ Oak won two last season on ability alone as he 

tried to figure out what this game is all about. He works like a machine and when the penny drops he’ll 

be a sight to see. I think racing will be his friend this season. Vinnie’s Volley is raw potential. With just 

four starts for one win this past season she raced amongst top class three year olds and showed that’s 

where she’s meant to be. Another who was figuring it out and we just need to harness her speed at the 

right time. I have lots of time for Hugo The Boss and have said so on more than one occasion. Yes he 

can be a quirky horse and has done things wrong in some of his races….but when he gets it right he’s 

a sight to behold. Has shown he wants a Good track so am aiming him for the Pegasus Stakes over 

1000m at Riccarton in November. King Louis is one of the best looking horses you’ll ever see and his 

first start 2nd placing in the Wellesley Stakes showed me he’s got the potential to match. Has continued 

to mature and develop in the off season and I’ll be aiming him for the Three Year Old Classics. 

Lastly, with the new season commencing tomorrow a big thank you to all of my owners who have 

continued to support me throughout the year. I am always thankful you have entrusted your horses 

training and welfare with us as we strive to get the best possible results. To my staff, it’s been both a 

satisfying and challenging year in so many ways, but I couldn’t wish to have a better team to face it 

with. Thank you for all you do every day, day in day out.  

All the best and I’ll see you in the winner’s circle. 

JB 
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